In a region affected by inflammation, augmentation of pressure (due to dilated bloodvessels) is principally perceived in the outer zone of inflammation. The continuous current, by stimulating the muscular fibres of the vessels, facilitates the development of collateral circulation, opposes the extension of the inflammation, and reduces the marginal zone by re-establishing a normal circulation in its vessels. But, besides this, the constant current also acts directly on the inflamed tissues.
When the epididymis or testicle is the seat of the inflammation, the circulation of the entire organ is not at first completely arrested, for a retarded and imperfect circulation still occurs; and by its stimulant action on the bloodvessels, the constant current increases this partial circulation. By-and-by, the circulation in a large portion of the tumour becomes re-established, and at the same time the pain diminishes and disappears, as it is caused either by compression of nerves or by the contact with them of non-oxygenated blood. The authors express a very decided opinion of the advantage in rapidity of action of their plan of treatment over those in which antiphlogistics, cataplasms, and compression are employed. The latter require a much longer time, they require the enforcement of absolute rest, and they act but indirectly on the organ affected, or even on only a portion of it. Having dissolved thirty parts of this purgative salt in three hundred of water, add ten parts of ground coffee, and boil for a few minutes. Then filter through linen, and divide into two parts; of which one should be taken a quarter of an hour after the other.?Bull. Gen. de Therapeut., 30th December 1868, p. 554.
